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4 . SENLINYU

She forced herself to focus on other things, not the wait. Not the

endlessness. Not the dark. She had to wait, so she gave herself a routine

to keep her mind fresh.Imagined walks. Cliffs and s\r' Visited all the

places she'd ever wandered. All the books shed read.

She had to endure. To stay alert. That way she would be ready. She

had to stay ready.

She would not let herself fade away.

CH,

e\ES squeez€d shut, but the 1Sl
ob-iect rvas ripped off the back ,

\{ et ran across her skin.

"IIow the fuck is she arrakei l

this one. Dont let her crarrl ,cfl'

(
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5 . SENLINYU

Her arms were gripped again, and she was heaved up from the ground.

She tore herself free, forcing her eyes open. All she could make out

was blinding white. She lunged towards it.
"You fucking bitch, you cut me!"

Pain exploded across the back ofher head.

TuBnB wAS srILL LIGHT wHEN she regained consciousness.

It came slowly, as though she were underwater, swimming towards a

surface that rippled just beyond reach, consciousness seeping back in.

Her eyes were closed; the light was just beyond them. She could feel the

pain of it aLready.

She was lying on something hard. A cold table, its metal inert be-

neath her fingers.

She could dimly make out voices, mufled but close.

"We11?" A womatis voice.'Any others?"

"No." A man's voice. That first voice from earlier. "We've pulled the

rest out. It was just this one stored wrong."

'And she was conscious when you opened the tank?"

"Sure was. Started screaming when we lifted the top and pulled her

up. Gave me a heart attack, I can tell you. Willems was so startled, he

nearly drowned her, and when we did get her out, she was fucking feral.

Scratched the shit out of me until we got her knocked out. Had the

intravenous and all, but the sedation was turned off. Someone must've

bumped it."
"That doesrit explain the lack of records for this one," said the

woman. "Seems odd."

"Probably done in a hurry. Couldnt have been kept for long. Even

the ones properly done are mostly dead. Lot of the tanks are just soup

and bones."The man laughed nervously.

"We'11 know more once I have her in Central,"the woman said. She

sounded disinterested. "You were right to call this in. It's anomalous.

Let me know how many of the rest wake. Any corpses intact enough for

reanimation go to the mines. The living stock goes to the Outpost."
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8 . SENLINYU

She needed to escape. She tried to shift and felt the clank of metal.

"I-ie still."The woman's voice was suddenly back. Very close.

Helena jerked away, breath coming in rapid pants and her hands and

feet twisting against the restraints. She had to run. She had to-
"Don't make my day harder," the woman said, her voice icy.

Fingers gripped the base of Helena's skull, and a pulse of energy

flooded through her brain.

Darkness again.

Jor.rrNc AGoI{y AND suDDEN TERRoR ripped Helena back into con-

sciousness.

She lurched upwards, eyes wide, just in time to see a syringe pulled

away. There was a snap of chains, and she fell back, heart racing, every

beat a throb of pain as though it'd been stabbed through.

"There now."There was the clatter of the syringe being dropped onto

a metal tray somewhere to her right. "fhat should get you lucid and

talking."

It was the woman from earlier.

Helena was no longer on the table or in a lorry. There was a hard

mattress under her, and the strong sterile scent of antiseptic everywhere.

A dim grey ceiling loomed overhead.

Through the pain, energ'y was suddenly roaring through her veins,

growing into a searing heat that burned in her hands as they flexed. She

could feel her consciousness sharpening and everything growing

brighter, clearer. She twisted, and metal bit into her wrist.

"None of that. You'll break your bones before you break out of those

shackles. Answer my questions and I might let you get up before that

drug wears off.I understand it can be quite painfirl otherwise."

Unable to move, Helena felt her mind begin to race instead. An in-
jection, some kind of harsh stimulant. Tiapped inside her, the energy

poured into her brain, and her scattered, panicked thoughts were nar-

rowing into crystalline focus.

"Helena Marino. f6uD-*1s1e was a sound of shuffied pages-

., -:.:here's no rec.-,:i -'-

fl:-tr: b-irie;.1 "

rrr find you in the ven

thati"

1) -,,,'1 ;,11]r' nr,t - ai: a l

:-i,-::a :lrr-J :r;: :.-.

: ---: ,_ ,.,.1- ,:I-u if_l: -'

The question was enunciated

Helena said nothing, altfiou
bodr- started to tremble as her h,

l-euls.

ftere wasnt anyone left to pr
her captors. To make anrthing e

Besides, she hadnt been anr-r
-\\rhere. Were. You. Bet-ore s
Helena's throat tightened. trt

be*=use it tore her apart to feme

Betbre the warehouse, shed t
crammed into cages outside fre.
h:d been brought so ttrer could
--.J
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IO . SENLINYU

ofl and in a matter of seconds that dead body would get up again.

Someone Helena had trusted or served under, brought back with reani-

mation. A necrothrall, an empty automaton corpse. They'd be slit open,

their skin in ribbons, organs excised, eyes blank, face slack, and they

would be used to kill the next "traitor" in an even more brutal way.

The executions had not stopped until the air was red with a mist of
blood.

General Titus Bayard's dead body was used to kill his wife. Slowly.

Making him eat the strips of her as he cut them off.

Each death had carved out a piece of Helena until there was a cavern

of grief inside her chest. When there wasnt anyone left worth publicly

killing, theyd put her in that stasis tank.

The other prisoners had been unconscious as they were paralysed,

needles inserted in their veins, tubes shoved down their noses, breath-

ing masks adhered to their faces. Not Helena.

She had been kept awake, aware of the claustrophobic horror of all

that was happening to her, as she was locked inside her body and left in
the dark. Waiting for someone to come for her.

No one ever did.

Fingers snapped in front of Helena's face, jolting her from her mem-
ories.The woman was glaring at her.

"I'm not having a filing error damaging my reputation.If you wont
answer,I'11 stop doing this the easy way."

Helena flinched.

"See? You do understand me."

Her stomach shrivelled, but she locked her jaw.

The woman stepped closer. Helena's eyes strained to make her out. A
squarish face with impatiently pursed lips. A medical uniform.

"Perhaps an example is in order."The womant hand pressed against

Helena's neck. Helenzgaye a sharp gasp as burning-cold energy surged

through her, towards her spine.

It wasnt an electric jolt like in the tank; it burrowed from the wom-
an's hand and into Helena like a needle. The channel of energy sang

through her like a tuning fork, until both resonated along the same

wavelength.
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12 . SENLINYU

"What is this? Who did this to you?"

Helena stared dazedly up as the red faded from her vision. Her
hands were twitching and spasming, convulsively jerking against the

chains. She didnt know what the questions meant.

"Something has been done to your mind,"the woman said, sounding

bewildered but also strangely excited. "Some kind of transmutation. I
have never encountered anything like it.I'm going to have to report this.

I'11 need a specialist. You have-"The woman paused. "There's no name

for this! I'llhave to come up with a name . . ." nsural patrern 6mush tre b,r

She seemed to be talking mostly to herself. "Transmutational barri-
ers inside a brain. How is that possible? I have never-there ate-
patterns in it."

She touched Helena again. Helena flinched, but the resonance was

not for torture this time, just a frisson of energy through her brain that

turned everything luridly red again.

"This is elaborate, beautifirl, professional work. A vivimancer manu-

ally rewiring the human consciousness."

Helena lay there, not understanding.

The womaris face came close enough that Helena could make out
blue eyes with deep creases between them and around the mouth. She

stared at Helena with avid fascination.

"If Bennet were still here, he would marvel at the precision of this
work." Resonance ran through Helena's mind as tangibly as if fingers

were gliding inside her skull. The woman's pale eyes lost focus as she

worked. "The smallest mistake anywhere, and you'd be vegetative, but
whoever did this kept you alntost completely intact. This is genius."

"Whaa-tt?"Helena finally managed a clear word.

"I wonder . . . What does it look like?"The woman walked away, then
returned a minute later,caryinga sheet of glass.

Helena squinted and recognised the object. A resonance screen. They

were frequently used for academic presentations and alchemical medi-
cal procedures. The gas used reactive particles to mirror the shape and

pattern ofa resonance channel.

The woman held the glass overhead, her other hand resting on Hel-
ena's forehead, and ran resonance through Helena's skull. Her vision
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